
 

 

May 1, 2020 

To the NY Mills Union Free School District Community: 

Many of you have now heard that the Governor has directed that all school buildings remain 

closed for the remainder of the school year. As much as that certainly answers one question, it 

leaves many other questions in its wake. The one thing that we know is that remote instruction 

will continue. The principals will be sending notices out scheduling locker and desk cleanouts so 

that our students can get any supplies that have been left here at school. 

One of the questions raised today during the Governor’s press conference centered around 

summer school. Namely, would summer school exist? We are certainly waiting for further 

guidance regarding a number of issues, summer school is certainly one of those areas. Earlier 

this week, the State Education Department cancelled August Regents Exams. That would have 

immediately impacted any student who might have needed to attend summer school to retake any 

examinations. As far as I know, at this juncture, there is no plan to increase summer school to 

include all students who have been a part of remote learning. There is also no indication, at this 

juncture, that would suggest that the school year would start “during the summer.”  

Many of you are also used to seeing our budget newsletter and the slate of candidates running for 

the NY Mills Board of Education at this point in the year. This is another area where we are 

waiting for direction from the Governor’s office. Governor Cuomo pushed the voting off until 

“after June 1.” We haven’t had any other guidance regarding our budget vote. Certainly, once 

information is released, I will share it with you.  

Lack of school funding by New York State is not a new issue. This year school funding issues 

have compounded with a need for federal stimulus monies to offset the billions of dollars this 

pandemic crisis has cost our state. Please check out our webpage next week where there will be a 

letter to Senators Schumer and Gillibrand and Congressman Brindisi. Please join me in sending 

this letter to advocate for school funding at the federal level.  

There are many end of the year events that have been cancelled-concerts, award assemblies, 

sports recognitions. This is the time of year where we celebrate all of the achievements that our 

students have practiced for and learned. And then there are other celebrations that will need to 

look different than our usual. Every student has had their school year upended, none more so 



 

 

than our seniors. The milestones that we all look back on, especially during our senior year, have 

been colored by the school building closure in March. Know that a commencement ceremony 

will happen. It may look differently than Mills’ graduations in the past-but you have my word, 

we will find an appropriate way to celebrate our senior class with a commencement ceremony.  

The NY on Pause directive has been hard on all of us. As important as it is for everyone to keep 

up with school work, that should not be the whole focus during this time. Learning opportunities 

occur when you show your child how to cook or make repairs around your home. Taking walks 

around the neighborhood is a great way to see our world “wake up” with spring. Children can 

write letters to the relatives that they cannot visit, or to thank first responders, health care 

workers, even the cashiers at the grocery store. Take time to enjoy each other.  

 

Again, thank you for all you are doing in support of our students, our families, and our district. 

As updates of our status become available, I will share them with all of you. Also, please check 

our webpage for any updates, as they will be posted there as well. Do not hesitate to call or email 

with any questions. 

 

Please be safe, and whenever possible, stay at home and stay well! 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Joanne Shelmidine, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 


